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6:30 p.m. 
Cocktails

7:30 p.m. 
Dinner, Program and Entertainment

Master of Ceremonies and Welcome 
Mary Ellen Iskenderian 

President and CEO of WWB

Welcome 
Mercedes Canalda 

Founder and Chair, ADOPEM Bank, Dominican Republic 
Chair,  WWB Board of Trustees

Women in Leadership Video

2007 Honorees 
Ela Bhatt 

Chair, WWB Board of Trustees, 1988 to 1998 
Honorary Member for Life, WWB Board of Trustees 

Introduced by Nancy Barry 
President and CEO of WWB, 1990 to 2006

Duane Wall  
Partner, White & Case

Introduced by Michaela Walsh 
Founder and President of WWB, 1979 to 1990         

Honorary Member for Life, WWB Board of Trustees 

prograM 

program•



Ela Bhatt is one of the founders of Women’s World 

Banking. She has been a member of WWB’s 

Board of Trustees since the organization’s 

inception in 1979, and was its Chair from 1988 to 1998.  

Ms. Bhatt began her career in Ahmedabad, India, as legal 

counsel to the Textile Labour Association, and in 1972 

helped a group of informal sector women workers 

from Ahmedabad form their own trade union, the Self 

Employed Women’s Association (SEWA).  In 1974, to 

provide banking services to SEWA members, she helped 

these women found SEWA Bank, one of the pioneering 

institutions of the nascent microcredit movement.
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Then in 1982 Ms. Bhatt founded Friends of Women’s World Banking, India (FWWB), 

a microfinance organization created to extend and expand informal credit networks 

within India and link them to a global movement.  Ms. Bhatt is the author of the 

book We Are Poor but So Many: the Story of Self-Employed Women in India, published 

by Oxford University Press, which chronicles the history of SEWA and SEWA Bank.  

She is the recipient of numerous honors and awards, including the Magsaysay Award 

and an Honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters from Harvard University.  In 2007, 

she was named a founding member of “The Elders,” the historic group of world 

leaders and visionary thinkers convened by Nelson Mandela, Graça Machel and 

Desmond Tutu.  We honor Ms. Bhatt for her pioneering role in the microfinance 

movement, for championing poor women in India and around the world, and for 

her inspiring leadership of WWB.
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Duane Wall is a partner at the global law firm of 

White & Case in New York City, where he specializes 

in advising U.S. and non-U.S. banks on the nature 

and structure of their operations and activities in the 

United States and abroad. In 2000, Mr. Wall was elected 

Managing Partner of White & Case, a position he held 

through 2007. As head of the Firm, he directed White 

& Case’s operations in the United States and in Latin 

America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia, 

leading the Firm through a period of vigorous expansion 

with continued emphasis on international practice.  

During his tenure as Managing Partner, White & Case grew to its present global 

network of more than 2100 lawyers in 35 offices and 23 countries. Under his 

leadership, White & Case also expanded pro bono programs in the U.S. and in parts 

of the world that were previously less familiar with pro bono activities, and instituted 

a Women’s Advancement Initiative to ensure that women lawyers continue to have 

ample opportunities to step into leadership roles at every stage of their careers. We 

honor Mr. Wall for his steadfast support of Women’s World Banking, in particular 

his early championing of WWB in White & Case’s family of pro bono clients. The 

extensive legal support provided by White & Case since 1979 has been instrumental 

to WWB’s mission of serving poor women entrepreneurs and promoting women’s 

leadership globally.
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aFFiLiatEs aND assoCiatEs

BangLadesh Shakti Foundation for Disadvantaged Women

ASA

Bénin Association d’Entraide des Femmes (ASSEF)

Association pour la Promotion et l’Appui au Développement

  des Micro-Entreprises (PADME)

Africa Microfinance Network (AFMIN)

BoLivia Fundación Boliviana para el Desarrollo de la Mujer (FUNBODEM)

Bosnia and 
herzegovina

MI-BOSPO

BraziL Banco da Família

Burundi Caisse Coopérative d’Epargne et de Crédit Mutuel (CECM)

CoLomBia Corporación Mundial de la Mujer (CMM) Bogotá 

Corporación Mundial de la Mujer (CMM) Medellín

Fundación Mundial de la Mujer (FMM) Bucaramanga

Fundación Mundo Mujer (FMM) Popayán

Fundación WWB (FWWB) 

dominiCan repuBLiC Asociación Dominicana para el Desarrollo de la Mujer (ADOPEM)

The gamBia Gambia Women’s Finance Association (GAWFA)

india Friends of Women’s World Banking (FWWB)

SHARE Microfin Limited (SML)

Jordan Microfund for Women (MFW)

Kenya Kenya Women Finance Trust (KWFT)

mexiCo FinComún

moroCCo Al Amana

paKisTan Kashf Foundation

phiLippines Center for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD)

Negros Women for Tomorrow Foundation (NWTF)

russia Russian Women’s Microfinance Network (RWMN)

sri LanKa Janashakthi Bank Societies

Sarvodaya Economic Enterprises Development Services (SEEDS) 

Tunisia ENDA Inter-Arabe

uganda Uganda Finance Trust (UFT)

network Members•
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GLoBaL NEtWoRK FoR BaNKiNG iNNoVatioN

BangLadesh Delta Life Insurance 

BoLivia Fondo Financiero Privado, FIE S.A

ChiLe Bandesarrollo Microempresas 

Santander Banefe 

dominiCan repuBLiC Banco ADEMI 

india ICICI Bank Limited 

SEWA Bank 

indonesia Bank Rakyat Indonesia (BRI)

Kenya Equity Bank Limited (EBL)

Kenya Post Office Savings Bank 

mexiCo Grupo Financiero Banorte 

mongoLia XacBank 

paraguay Financiera Grupo Interfisa 

peru Caja Municipal de Ahorro y Credito de Arequipa (CMAC Arequipa)

Mibanco 

sri LanKa National Development Bank (NDB)

sWiTzerLand BlueOrchard Finance 

ThaiLand Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) 

Government Savings Bank (GSB)

The neTherLands Triodos Bank 

usa Citigroup Foundation 

Deutsche Bank Microcredit Development Fund 

ShoreBank 

World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU)

network Members•
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governance•
WWB BoaRD oF tRustEEs

mr. Fouad aBdeLmoumni Director, Al Amana, Morocco
dr. CLara serra de aKerman President, Fundación WWB Colombia

mr. rené azoKLi Executive Director, Association pour la 
Promotion et l’Appui au Développement 
des Micro-Entreprises (PADME), Bénin

ms. paTriCia Barron Corporate Director, USA
mrs. eLa r. BhaTT Chair, FWWB, SEWA Bank, India

dr. merCedes p. CanaLda President, Asociación Dominicana para el Desarrollo 
de la Mujer (ADOPEM), Dominican Republic

ms. syLvia Fung Chin Partner, White & Case LLP, USA
ms. K. BurKe diLLon Executive Vice President, Inter American 

Development Bank, Retired, USA
mr. ranJiT Fernando Former Secretary, The Ministry of Enterprise 

Development Industrial Policy, Investment 
Promotion and Constitutional Affairs, Sri Lanka

dr. mariCieLo gLen de ToBón General Secretary, Federation of Latin American 
Banking Associations (FELABAN), Colombia

dr. mariLou g.h.e. van goLsTein BrouWers Managing Director,  Triodos Investment 
Managment, Netherlands

ms. mary houghTon President, ShoreBank Corporation, USA
ms. mary eLLen isKenderian President and CEO, Women’s World 

Banking, USA
dr. humaira isLam Founder and Executive Director,  

Shakti Foundation for Disadvantaged 
Women, Bangladesh

ms. diana medman Chair, Russian Women’s Microfinance 
Network (RWMN), Russia

ms. inger eLisaBeTh preBensen Norway
dr. JenniFer riria Managing Director, Kenya Women 

Finance Trust (KWFT), Kenya

ms. Connie i. roveTo President, Cirenity Management, Canada
ms. Jayshree vyas Managing Director, SEWA Bank, India

ms. miChaeLa WaLsh Founding President, Women’s 
World Banking, USA

FRiENDs oF WWB/usa BoaRD oF DiRECtoRs
ms. CaroLee FriedLander Founder, Carolee Designs, USA

ms. gaiL harriTy COO, Philadelphia Museum of Art, USA
ms. suzanne nora Johnson Senior Director, Former Vice Chairman, 

Goldman Sachs Group, Inc., USA
ms. Lois JuLiBer Vice Chairman, The Colgate-Palmolive Co., 

Retired, USA
ms. ann F. KapLan Chair, Circle Financial Group, USA

ms. eLizaBeTh p. munson President, The Rockefeller Trust Company, USA
ms. ann parTLoW General Partner, Earthrise Capital, USA

ms. BeTh K. roBerTs Partner, Accenture, USA
mr. miChaeL useem Professor, Wharton School of Business, USA
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governance•
WWB aDVisoRY CoMMittEE

ms. BeriT aas Founder, Feminist University, Norway
mr. FLoris a.W. Bannier Partner, NautaDutilh, Netherlands 

ms. ChrisTine BogdanoWiCz-BinderT President, Bindert GmbH, Germany

ms. margareT CaTLey-CarLson Chair, Global Water Partnership, USA
ms. BarBro dahLBom-haLL President, Barbro Dahlbom-Hall   

Konsult AB, Sweden
ms. eLzBieTa deC Former Executive Director, Microfinance Center 

for Central and Eastern Europe and the NIS
dr. margariTa maría Fernández President, Corporación Mundial de la  

Mujer - Medellín, Colombia
dr. maría margariTa guzmán Founder, Fundación WWB Colombia

ms. BeaTriz harreTChe Former Vice President, Inter-American  
Development Bank, USA

ms. eLLen Johnson-sirLeaF President of Liberia
mr. J. BurKe Knapp Former Executive Vice President,  

The World Bank, USA
ms. pauLine W. Kruseman Director, Amsterdams Historisch  

Museum, Netherlands
ms. eLizaBeTh L. LiTTLeFieLd CEO, Consultative Group to Assist  

the Poor, USA
mr. rudoLF s.h. mees Former Board Member, Nederlandsche 

Middenstandsbank NV (NMB), Netherlands
ms. rosmarie miCheL Entrepreneur, Switzerland

mrs. mary oKeLo Founder and Director, Makini Schools and Trustee 
J. Kenyatta University, Kenya

dr. KarL osner Founder and Former Managing Director,  
Deutsche Kommission Justitia et Pax, Germany

ms. ann roBerTs Executive Director, Fund of the 
Four Directions, USA

ms. deanna s. rosensWig Published Author, Speaker, and Partner,   
Vantage Concepts, Canada

mr. david h. samBar Chairman Emeritus, British American 
Capital, Inc., UK



aBn-aMro Foundation
accenture Foundation
aECI, spain
anonymous
appui au Développement autonome (aDa)
patricia Barron
nancy Barry
CaF (andean Development Corporation)
Care Usa
Citi Foundation
Deutsche Bank americas Foundation
DFID, Uk
Dutch Ministry of Foreign affairs
FELaBan
FMo 
Fondazione Maria Enrica (FEM Italia onlus)
Ford Foundation
suzanne Frye
goldman sachs global Markets Institute
John and polly guth
halloran philanthropies
Mary houghton
Ing 
Inter-american Development Bank
International Finance Corporation
JpMorgan Chase
Esther kruijver
MasterCard Foundation
James and Barbara Moltz
Elizabeth Munson
Morgan stanley
nina McLemore
norwegian agency for Development Cooperation (noraD)
Connie roveto
Cecily selby
starr Foundation
Un Foundation
Michael Useem
Michaela Walsh
Western Union Foundation
White & Case 

List incomplete
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2007 Funding partners & supporters•



Women’s World Banking•
Women’s World Banking was conceived during the first United Nations World 

Conference on Women, held in Mexico City in 1975. At this meeting, ten 

visionary women from five continents imagined an organization dedicated 

to promoting the economic interests of women entrepreneurs. Their inspiration led to 

the establishment of Women’s World Banking under the leadership of founding president 

Michaela Walsh.  Registered in the Netherlands as an international non-profit organization 

in 1979, WWB’s mission was to develop a global network of financial institutions to provide 

women entrepreneurs with the capital and information necessary to build viable businesses. 

Its founding Board of Directors consisted of eminent women leaders from a diverse range 

of countries and backgrounds, women such as Ela Bhatt, founder and president of India’s 

SEWA, the world’s first and largest trade union for informal sector women workers.  

Today, WWB is a leading microfinance organization working in 30 countries worldwide 

to expand the economic assets, participation and power of poor women entrepreneurs 

and their families. Based in New York City, the WWB global team provides support, 

advice, training and information to a global network of 54 microfinance institutions and 

banks. The WWB network serves nine million poor entrepreneurs directly, 70% of 

them women, and another 14 million indirectly through our banks and other partners. 

Over the past three decades, WWB’s network members have helped millions of women 

to improve their living conditions, keep their families well-fed and healthy, educate their 

children, and secure a political voice.  Under the current leadership of President Mary 

Ellen Iskenderian, Women’s World Banking continues to promote socially-responsible 

partnerships between microfinance institutions and mainstream investors and banks, 

and is a leading advocate for women’s leadership and participation in microfinance.

Women’s World Banking thanks you for your continued support and collaboration. We 

look forward to working with all of our partners as we develop new, innovative programs 

and services for the next generation of microentrepreneurs and women leaders. 

aBoUt WWB 



Women’s World Banking, 8 West 40th street, new York, nY 10018 

p. 212. 768.8513 | F. 212.768.8519 | wwb@swwb.org | www.womensworldbanking.org

Friends of WWB/USA, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization and contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law


